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nition of them, for success in some of the examinations is
made to depend as much upon calligraphy as upon style.
The characters which the teacher selects for the writing
exercises of his pupils have no relation, strange as it may
seem, to anything which he is studying. These characters
may at first be taken from little books of rhymes arranged
foi the purpose, containing characters at once simple and
co imon. The next step is to change to books containing
selections from the T'ang Dynasty poets, an appreciation of
which involves acquaintance with tones and rhyme of which
the pupil, as yet, knows nothing. The characters which he
now learns to write he has very likely never seen 1 efore, and
they do not at all assist his other studies. The o7ily item of
which notice is taken, is whether the characters ire well or
ill formed. Review there is none. The reason for choosing
T'ang Dynasty poetry for writing lessons, instead of charac-
ters or sentences which are a part of the current lesson, is
that it is customary to (use the poetry, and is not customary
to use anything else, and that to do so would expose himself
to ridicule."

From the character of Chinese life, with its multitude of
necessary daily transactions, the use of cash of almost in-
finitesimal value, the amount of time spent in counting it
and the extremely practical and materialistic nature of their
daily occupations, it would seem that a knowledge of arith-
metic would be one of the subjects given most prominence in
the schools. But it does not appear at all. " To add, sub-
tract, multiply, to know what to do with decimal fractions,
these are daily necessities of every one in China, and yet
these are things which no one teaches." Such knowledge is
simply " picked up " in daily experience, or from those in
business ; by those who become experts in special lines as
accountants, surveyors of land, etc., it is to be learned only
from some specialist and brought to perfection by the long
practice such as only this patient race can give.
Higher Rditcation with the Chinese occupies an indefinite
pc nod terminated only by the passing of ',he governmental